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Preface  

 

page ix) Ten million deaths: Twenty million casualties, and about six million civilian deaths. See       

             An Encyclopedia of World History: Ancient, Medieval and Modern, Chronologically     

             Arranged, ed. W. L. Langer (Boston, 1972), p. 976; Scott Anderson, Lawrence in Arabia   

              (New York, 2013), p. 1. 

       ix) “The hugeness of this war ...”: T. E. Lawrence to his mother, The Selected Letters of T.           

              E. Lawrence, ed. M. Brown (New York, 1989), p. 76. 

1) The European Landscape: Queen Victoria's Web 

 

page 1) “No queen was ever loved so well,” and following on Victoria’s monument: Juliet      

              Nicolson, The Perfect Summer: England 1911, Just Before the Storm (New York, 2006),    

               pp. 33-9.  

 



         2)  The “old hag with the yellow teeth …”: James Joyce, Ulysses (London, 1968), 

               pp. 63, 429. See also Jay Dickson, “Surviving Victoria,” High and Low Moderns:            

               Literature and Culture 1889-1939, eds. M. DiBattista, L. McDiarmid (Oxford, 1996),        

               pp. 23-48. 

 

         2) The monumental statue of Victoria in front of Buckingham Palace: The historian A. N.          

             Wilson considered this “wedding-cake memorial,” designed by Sir Aston Webb,      

              absolutely hideous. Webb also designed the new facade for Buckingham Palace, and the  

              Admiralty Arch off Trafalgar Square. “What a pity the Luftwaffe never scored any direct       

              hits against his work.” After the Victorians (New York, 2005), p. 47 

 

         3) “When she insists that 2 and 2 make 5, I say I cannot help thinking they may make            

              4 …”: Arthur Ponsonby, Henry Ponsonby, Queen Victoria’s Private Secretary: His Life  

              from His Letters (London, 1942), p. 134. 

 

         3) Children of Victoria and Prince Albert: See H. C. G. Matthew, K. D. Reynolds,           

             “Victoria,” DNB, Vol. 56, pp. 427-56, and assorted cross references therein; Langer,  

             Encyclopedia of World History, op. cit., p. 66. 

 

         4) Gladstone “a humbug”: Matthew, Reynolds, "Victoria," op. cit., p. 443. 

 

         4) “I really cannot go about keeping everyone in order”: John Van der Kiste, Queen            

             Victoria and the European Empires (Oxford, 2016), p. 131. 

 

         4) Victoria “an old hag”: Lamar Cecil, Wilhelm II (Chapel Hill, 1989, 1996), Vol. I, p. 84.  

 

         4) Bismarck was a drug-addled “pigmy”: J. C. G. Röhl, “The emperor's new clothes : a    

             character sketch of Kaiser Wilhelm II,” in J. C. G. Röhl, Nicolaus Sombart, eds., Kaiser  

            Wilhelm II, New Interpretations: The Corfu Papers (Cambridge, 1982), p. 26. 

 

         4) Treaty of Björkö: Roderick R. McLean, “Dreams of a German Europe: Wilhelm II and         

             the Treaty of Björkö of 1905,” A. Mombauer, W. Deist, eds., The Kaiser: New    

             Research on Wilhelm II’s Role in Imperial Germany (Cambridge, 2003), p. 136. 

 

         4) Diplomats in Berlin had “filled their pants” … :  Röhl, “The emperor's new clothes,” op. 

 cit., p. 29. 

 

        5) Bulgaria turned into a “Balkan Prussia”: Emile Joseph Dillon, The Inside Story of the 

 Peace Conference (New York, 1920), p. 465. 

 

        5) Stambuloff, known as the “Bismarck of the Balkans”: New York Times, 17 July 1895, 12 

 March 1907. 

 

        5) The king, still alive, clung to the window sill, whereupon his fingers were cut off : 

 Sulzberger, Fall of Eagles, op. cit., p. 202. Great Britain was not spared either; radical 

 suffragettes placed a bomb in David Lloyd George’s house in 1913: Adam Hochschild, To 



 End All Wars: A Story of Loyalty and Rebellion, 1914-1918 (Boston, 2011), pp. 98-9. 

 

        5) Edward VII's funeral: Barbara Tuchman, The Guns of August (New York, 1962), pp. 1-4, 

 12-14. 

 

        5) French foreign minister insulted: Keith Robbins, Sir Edward Grey: A Biography of Lord 

 Grey of Fallodon (London, 1971), p. xi. 

        5) “Crowns roll in the gutter by the dozens,” Engels wrote…: Niall Ferguson, The Pity of         

 War (New York, 1998), p. 8. 

 

        6) The English “virtually satiated,” and following: Paul Kennedy, “The Kaiser and German         

 Weltpolitik: reflections on Wilhelm II’s place in the making of German foreign policy,” 

 Röhl, Sombart, Corfu Papers, op. cit., p. 152; Lady Norah Bentinck, The Ex-Kaiser in 

 Exile (New York, 1921), p. 86.  

 

        6) “We used to have discussions in this House about the balance of power …”: W.  F. 

 Monypenny, G. E. Buckle, The Life of Benjamin Disraeli, Earl of Beaconsfield (London, 

 1920), Vol. V, p. 134. 

 

        6) “Every one of those factory chimneys is a gun pointed at England”: Kennedy, “The 

 Kaiser and German Weltpolitik,” op. cit., p. 149. 

2) The Kaiser  

page 7)“Wilhelm the Great”: Philip Magnus, King Edward the Seventh (New York, 1964), p. 

 206; see also Stanley Shaw, William of Germany (London, 1913), pp. 386-7. 

        7) Bismarck only one of three statesmen in modern European history to hold the reins of  

 power for at least three decades: J. C. G. Röhl, Germany Without Bismarck: The Crisis of 

 Government in the Second Reich, 1890-1900 (London, 1967), p. 9. 

        8) Bismarck's creation, the new, unified Germany: Röhl, Germany Without Bismarck, ibid., 

 p. 15. 

        8) Bismarck bribes King Ludwig II of Bavaria: Edward Crankshaw, Bismarck (New York, 

 1981), pp. 292-5; Röhl, Germany Without Bismarck, op. cit., p. 15. 

       9) All would go well so long as Bismarck's imperial master was “not totally eccentric” (his 

 words): Röhl, Germany Without Bismarck, ibid., p. 26. 

       9) “A monarch must always speak the final word ...”: Kennedy, “The Kaiser and German 

 Weltpolitik,” op. cit., 160.  

      10) Edward VII of Great Britain was “Satan”: Count Robert Zedlitz-Trützschler, Twelve 

 Years at the Imperial German Court, trans. A. Kalish (New York, 1924), p.178; Cecil, 

 Wilhelm II, op. cit., Vol. II, p. 417 (ftn. 79). 



      10) Wilhelm's marginalia described as “expectorations”: Röhl, Germany Without Bismarck, 

 op. cit., p. 126. 

      10) Wagner “noisy”: Cecil, Wilhelm II, op. cit., Vol. II, p. 46. “Why do people make such a 

 fuss of this Wagner?” he once asked. He was nothing more than “a quite common 

 conductor.” Zedlitz-Trützschler, Twelve Years, op. cit., p. 41. 

      10) Berlin called “Parvunopolis”: Hartmut Pogge von Strandmann, “Rathenau, Wilhelm II, 

 and the Perception of Wilhelminismus,” in Mombauer, Deist The Kaiser: New Research, 

 op. cit., p. 269. 

      10) Wilhelm “raving mad,” and following: McLean, “Dreams of a German Europe,” 

 Mombauer, Deist, ibid., p. 123; Cecil, Wilhelm II, op. cit., Vol. I, p. 280. For full text see 

 Shaw, William of Germany, op. cit., pp. 304-308. 

      10) Grey wondered if Wilhelm was “not quite sane”: Kennedy, “The Kaiser and German 

 Weltpolitik,” Röhl, Sombart, Corfu Papers, op. cit., p. 161.  

      10) You English “have all gone mad ...”: Goschen, Diary, op. cit., p. 197.  

      11) Zedlitz-Trützschler's memoir referred to as a “spittoon”: Röhl, “The emperor's new 

 clothes,” op. cit., p. 25. See also Admiral Georg Alexander von Müller, The Kaiser and 

 His Court: The Diaries, Note Books and Letters of Admiral Georg Alexander von Müller, 

 Chief of the Naval Cabinet, 1914-1918, ed. W. Görlitz, trans. M. Savill (New York, 

 1961), pp. xiv-xv.  

      12) Vicky was good for not one occasional misstep now and again,“but two big ones every 

 day”: A. Ponsonby, Henry Ponsonby, op. cit., p. 111. 

      12) Vicky “a little tyrant”: Cecil, Wilhelm II, op. cit., Vol. II, p. 11. 

      13) Sigmund Freud's opinion: Freud was responding to the biographer Emil Ludwig's 

 opinion that Wilhelm's deformed arm resulted in a damaging “inferiority complex.” 

 Freud wrote, “It is usual for mothers whom Fate has presented with a child who is sickly 

 or otherwise at a disadvantage to try and compensate him for his unfair handicap by a 

 superabundance of love. In the instance before us, the proud mother behaved otherwise; 

 she withdrew her love from the child on account of his infirmity. When he had grown up 

 into a man of great power, he proved unambiguously by his actions that he had never 

 forgiven his mother.” See “Dissection of the Personality,” in The Standard Edition of the 

 Complete Psychological Works of Sigmund Freud, trans. J. Strachey (London, 1964), Vol. 

 XXII, p. 66. 

     13) Dressed in a uniform, Wilhelm reminded his mother “of some unfortunate little 

 monkey ...”: Lamar, Wilhelm II, op. cit., Vol. I, p. 27. 

     13) If Frederick was to die, it should be on the battlefield, not at the hands of an English 

 doctor: Ibid., p. 91. 



     13) “Drop the pilot”: Refers to a famous political cartoon that ran in the English satirical 

 magazine, Punch. It shows “Captain” Wilhelm leaning over a ship's guardrail, watching 

 Bismarck disembark into a pilot's boat to bring him back to shore, the implication being 

 that the kaiser was now in control of the ship of state. See Robert K. Massie, 

 Dreadnought: Britain, Germany, and the Coming of the Great War (New York, 1991), p. 

 99. 

     13) Ludwig Quidde's novel “Caligula”: Cecil, Wilhelm II, op. cit., Vol I, p. 225. 

     14) Wilhelm's rule an “operetta”: Bernd Sösemann, “Hollow-sounding jubilees: forms and 

 effects of public self-display in Wilhelmine Germany,” Mombauer, Deist, The Kaiser: 

 New Research, op. cit., p. 57. 

     14) “This man wants to live as if ever day were his birthday”: Rudolph Steiner, How Can 

 Mankind Find Christ Again? (Hudson, NY, 1984), p. 137. 

     14) “He has no doubts”: Cecil, Wilhelm II, op. cit., Vol. I, p. 160. 

     14) God was a German: Baron Beyens, Germany Before the War (London, 1916), p. 21. 

     14) Reichstag “that pig stye,” and following: Röhl, “The emperor's new clothes,” op. cit., p. 

 33; Cecil, Wilhelm II, op. cit., Vol. II,  pp. 119, 180; Stig Förster, “The Armed Forces and 

 Military Planning,” in R. Chickering, ed., Imperial Germany: A Historiographical 

 Companion (Westport, CT, 1996), p. 462. 

     14) “Five hundred people being shot down” on a city street would not disturb his conscience, 

 and following: Zedlitz-Trützschler, Twelve Years, op. cit., pp. 76, 233. 

     15) The kaiser's entourage consisted of “clowns at the village fair,” and following: ibid., pp. 

 273, 264, 121. 

     15) Bismarck referred to the kaiserin as “the Holstein cow,” and following: Alan Palmer, The 

 Kaiser: Warlord of the Second Reich (New York, 1978), p. 14; Andreas Dorpalen, 

 “Empress Auguste Victoria and the Fall of the German Monarchy,” AHR, Vol. 58, No. I 

 (October 1952), pp. 18, 19. 

     15) On his annual summer cruises, Wilhelm could not bring himself to waste time sending 

 letters to the kaiserin, ordering Eulenburg to write her instead: Cecil, Wilhelm II, op. cit., 

 Vol. I, p. 180. 

     15) Wilhelm sat on a pillow at dinner: Countess Alice of Athlone, For My Grandchildren, op. 

 cit., p. 92. 

     16) The air was always “thick with incense”: Zedlitz-Trützschler, Twelve Years, op. cit., p. 

 101. 

     16) “The emperor always says in these cases ...”: Ibid., p. 260. See also Röhl, “The emperor's 

 new clothes,” op. cit., p. 42. 



     16) “Küche, Kirche, Kinder”: M. Kleinmichel, Memories of a Shipwrecked World, Being the 

 Memoirs of Countess Kleinmichel (New York, 1923), p. 282.   

     16) Wilhelm's “rapid grasp ...”: Zedlitz-Trützschler, Twelve Years, op. cit., p. xiv. 

     16) Wilhelm's notions of divine right was “junk from a dead past”: Mombauer, Deist, The 

 Kaiser: New Research, op. cit., p. 61. See also Lady Nora Bentinck, The Ex-Kaiser in 

 Exile (New York, 1921), p. 79-80.  

     16) The nickname for Bismarck’s suite of offices was “Olympus”: C. à Court Repington, After 

 the War: A Diary (London, 1922), p. 269. 

     16) “I saw that Bismarck would be the uncrowned emperor ...”: Bentinck, Ex-Kaiser in Exile, 

 op. cit., p. 79. 

     17) For the next several years the Kaiser ruled virtually unfettered: Röhl, Germany Without 

 Bismarck, op. cit., pp. 276-9. 

     17) Von Bülow's nickname was “the eel”: Cecil, Wilhelm II, op. cit., Vol. I,  p. 258. 

     17) Wilhelm's chancellors had to master the technique “of presenting [their] ideas as if [the 

 emperor] had inspired them”: Beyens, Germany Before the War, op. cit., p. 16. 

     17) Boxer Rebellion: See Annika Mombauer, “Wilhelm, Waldersee, and the Boxer Rebellion,” 

 in Mombauer, Deist, The Kaiser: New Research, op. cit., pp. 91-118. 

     17) “No Chinaman, whether his eyes be slit or not ...,” and following: “William II: ‘Hun 

 Speech,’ 1900” (Internet resource [sanitized version]); Mombauer, ibid., pp. 99, 98. 

     17) I “must answer in the Reichstag for policies about which I know nothing?”: Röhl, 

 Germany Without Bismarck, op. cit., p. 269. 

     17) The kaiser acquired, and discarded, chancellors as a man would his mistresses. Others 

 referred to them as “eunuchs”: Röhl, Sombart, Corfu Papers, op. cit., pp. 10, 11. 

     18) Wilhelm on his urgent need for a fleet, “just to be ready to lend a helping hand”: 

 Goschen, Diary, op. cit., p. 295. 

     18) Example of Holland not considered: Zedlitz-Trützschler, Twelve Years, op. cit., p. 183. 

     18) “We must now go out in search of new spots where we can drive in nails ...”: Shaw, 

 William of Germany, op. cit., p. 204. 

     18) Eulenburg likened being around the kaiser to sitting on a keg of gunpowder: Röhl, “The 

 emperor's new clothes,” op. cit., p. 39. 

     18) “Challenge everybody ...”: Gordon Craig, Germany 1866-1945 (New York, 1978), p. 337. 



     18) “Simplicissimus” and its “filthy cartoons”: Sösemann, “Hollow-sounding jubilees,” op. 

 cit., p. 50; W. H-H. Waters, Potsdam and Doorn (London, 1935), p. 65. 

     19) “You English are mad ...”: Daily Telegraph, 28 October 1908 (Internet resource). See also 

 Terence F. Cole, “The Daily Telegraph Affair and its Aftermath: The Kaiser, Bülow and 

 the Reichstag, 1908-1909,” in Röhl, Sombart, Corfu Papers, op. cit., pp. 249-68; 

 Goschen, Diary, op. cit., pp. 293-7.  

     19)“Great debate on ‘D.T.’ Interview … ”: Goschen, Dairy, op. cit., p. 179. 

     19) Warmongers thought Wilhelm was “soft and weak,” and following assessments: Zedlitz-

 Trützschler, Twelve Years, op. cit., p. 288; Wilhelm Deist, “Kaiser Wilhelm II in the 

 context of his military and naval entourage,” in Röhl, Sombart, Corfu Papers, op. cit., pp. 

 184-5; Franz Adam Beyerlein, ‘Jena’ or ‘Sedan’? (London, 1904), pp. 257-8; David G. H 

 Herrmann, The Arming of Europe and the Making of the First World War (Princeton, 

 1996), pp. 71-2; Strandmann, “Rathenau,” op. cit., p. 273; Constance Battersea, 

 Reminiscences (London, 1922), p. 317; Lamar Cecil, “History as family chronicle: Kaiser 

 Wilhelm II and the dynastic roots of the Anglo-German antagonism,” Corfu Papers, op. 

 cit., p. 132; Holger Afflerbach, “Wilhelm II as supreme warlord in the First World War,” 

 in Mombauer, Deist, The Kaiser: New Research, op. cit., p. 214.  

     20) “The business of the Reich demands a political temperament, not a dramatic one … ,” 

 and following: Sösemann, “Hollow-sounding jubilees,” op. cit., pp. 60, 41. 

     20) “When the emperor did not consider the peace to be threatened ...”: Richard Ned Lebow, 

 “Windows of Opportunity: Do States Jump Through Them?” IS, Vol. 9, No. 1 (Summer 

 1984), p. 163. 

     20) Wilhelm now read only extracts and clippings, not whole reports: Zedlitz-Trützschler, 

 Twelve Years, op. cit., p. 117; Bentinck, Ex-Kaiser in Exile, op. cit., p. 64. 

     21) His entourage, at one venue, shot 4,200 pheasants, and following: Cecil, Wilhelm II, op. 

 cit., Vol. II, p. 34; Vol. I, p. 146;  Zedlitz-Trützschler, Twelve Years, op. cit., pp. 205, 85, 

 252-5, 98. 

     21) Wilhelm's monologues were to show his audience “that he was little short of omniscient,” 

 and following: Jonescu, Personal Impressions, op. cit., pp. 284, 285. 

     21) His hectic schedule a “conspiracy against self-understanding”: J. C. G. Röhl, The Kaiser 

 and his Court: Wilhelm II and the Government of Germany (Cambridge, 1987), p. 12. 

     21) The kaiser was in the middle of many of these – “this drilling, trampling foolery in the 

 heart of Europe”: Bernard Shaw, What I Really Wrote About the War (New York, 1932), 

 p. 37. 

     22) When the time came, Wilhelm would leap from saddle to saddle: Mombauer, “Wilhelm, 

 Waldersee, and the Boxer Rebellion,” op. cit., p. 111. 



     22) “All of you know nothing ...”: Röhl, “The emperor's new clothes,” op. cit., p. 29. 

3) Alfred Von Schlieffen: The Plan 

page 23) “To make war is always to attack”: Ferdinand Foch, The Principles of War, trans. J. de      

    Morinni (New York, 1918), p. 313.  

     23) Bismarck lampooned officers as “demi-gods”: Otto von Bismarck, Reflections and  

 Reminiscences, ed. T. S. Hamerow (New York, 1968), p.191.  

     23) Bismarck cracked the whip: Holger H. Herwig, “Strategic Uncertainties of a Nation-State: 

 Prussia-Germany, 1871-1918,” in W. Murray, M. Knox, A. Bernstein, eds., The Making of 

 Strategy: Rulers, States, and War (Cambridge, 1994), p. 242.  

     23) “We must both take care …”: Gordon Craig, The Politics of the German Army 1640-1945 

 (Oxford, 1955), p. 269. See also Robert B. Asprey, The First Battle of the Marne 

 (Philadelphia, 1962), p. 169. 

     24) German officers (and Bismarck as well) often unfamiliar with “Von Krieg”: Herwig, 

 “Strategic Uncertainties,” op. cit., p. 243; Jehuda L.Wallach, The Dogma of the Battle of 

 Annihilation: The Theories of Clausewitz and Schlieffen and Their Impact on the German 

 Conduct of Two World Wars (London, 1986), p. 198.   

     24) Ludendorff wrote to “throw Clausewitz overboard”: Wallach, Dogma, op. cit., p. 14. 

     25) In 1883, von Moltke's status was elevated … : Walter, Goerlitz History of the German 

 General Staff, 1657-1945, trans. B. Battershaw (New York, 1953), pp. 83-6. Goerlitz says 

 the staff was “emancipated.” See also Robert T. Foley, ed., trans., Alfred von Schlieffen's 

 Military Writings (London, 2003), p. xx. 

     25) Schlieffen and his staff working “in a vacuum”: Annika Mombauer, “German War Plans,” 

 in Richard F. Hamilton, Holger H. Herwig, eds., War Planning 1914 (Cambridge, 2010), 

 p. 48; Herwig, “Strategic Uncertainties,” op. cit., p. 276. 

     25) Kaiser called senior officers “you old asses”: Craig, Politics of the German Army, op. 

 cit., p. 239 (ftn. 1). 

     25) Wilhelm would learn that this was just another fantasy: Herwig, “Strategic Uncertainties,” 

 op. cit., pp. 242-77.  

     26) “He lived exclusively for his work ...”: Gerhard Ritter, The Schlieffen Plan: Critique of a 

 Myth (Westport, 1958), p. 99. 

     26) Von Moltke the Elder a man of some refinement: Arden Bucholz, Molke, Schlieffen, and 

 Prussian War Planning (New York, 1991), p. 117. 

     26) Schlieffen's bedtime reading: Ritter, Schlieffen Plan, op. cit., p. 99. 



     27) Schlieffen a man to keep his eye on, and following: Bucholz, Prussian War Planning, op. 

 cit., pp. 120, 127. 

      27) “Do much, but stand out little”: Foley, Schlieffen's Military Writings, op. cit., p. xxi. 

     28) “Woe to him that sets Europe on fire ...,” and following: Herwig, “Strategic 

 Uncertainties,” op. cit., p. 251. 

     28) French border “hermetically sealed”: Foley, Schlieffen's Military Writings, op. cit., p.146. 

     29) Russia “had no gold, and we don't need land ...”: Craig, Politics of the German Army, op. 

 cit., pp. 274-5, 276. 

     29) “Gigantic, strategic Cannae!”: Wallach, Battle of Annihilation, op. cit., p. 60. 

     29) “We are doing exactly what the French have hoped and prepared for”: Foley, Schlieffen's 

 Military Writings, op. cit., pp. 146-7. 

     29) Schlieffen “insensible” to everyday conventions, and following: Asprey, First Battle of the 

 Marne, op. cit., p. 177; Annika Mombauer, Helmuth von Moltke and the Origins of the 

 First World War (Cambridge, 2001), p. 81. 

     30) Schlieffen led thirty-one staff rides: Bucholz, Prussian War Planning, op. cit., pp. 143-4.  

     30) “Count Schlieffen sits beside me reading documents ...”: Craig, Politics of the German 

 Army, op. cit., p. 282 (ftn. 3). 

     31) “The whole of Germany must throw itself on one enemy ...”: Ritter, The Schlieffen Plan, 

 op. cit., p. 172. 

     32) Cannae: Hans Delbrück, History of the Art of War within the Framework of Political 

 History, trans. W. Renfroe (Westport, 1975), Vol. I, pp. 315-35. Casualty figures as 

 reported by classical authorities should be treated with caution. See also Gordon A. Craig, 

 “Hans Delbrück: the Military Historian,” War, Politics, and Diplomacy: Selected Essays 

 (New York, 1966), pp. 58-87. 

     32) An “annihilating embrace”: General Fieldmarshal Count Alfred von Schlieffen, Cannae 

 (Ft. Leavenworth, KS, 1931), p. 255. 

      32) “The conceivable [in terms of mass destruction] has been achieved”: Foley, Schlieffen's 

 Military Writings, op. cit., p. 195. 

     32) “Encirclement” fanatics: Martin Kitchen, “The Tradition of German Strategic Thought,” 

 International History Review Vol. I., No. 2 (April 1979), p. 173. 

     32) “No strategic plan goes with any certainty ...,” and following: Jack Snyder, The Ideology 

 of the Offensive: Military Decision Making and the Disasters of 1914 (Ithaca, 1984), pp. 

 135, 142. 



     33) “Do not do what the enemy wants ...”: Jean de Pierrefeu, French Headquarters 1915-

 1918, trans. C.J.C. Street (London, 1928), p. 297. 

     33) “Annihilation can only be achieved by movement ...”: Snyder, Ideology of the Offensive, 

 op. cit., p. 144. 

     33) “Activite, activite, vitesse,” and following: Schlieffen, Cannae, op. cit., p. 58. 

     34) “Gambler’s throw”: Kitchen, “The Tradition of German Strategic Thought,” op. cit., p. 

 163. See also Herwig, “Strategic Uncertainties,” op. cit., p. 273.  

     34) Schlieffen intended to fight two one-front wars in succession, and following: Mombauer, 

 Von Moltke , op. cit., p. 74 (ftn. 126); Holgar Herwig, “Germany and the 'Short-War' 

 Illusion: Toward a New Interpretation,” The Journal of Military History, Vol. 66, No. 3 

 (July 2002), p. 684. 

     34) “Relentlessly pursue the enemy, and bring him to defeat again and again”: Foley, 

 Schlieffen's Military Writings, op. cit., p. 172. 

     35) “Red ghost” of socialist revolution: Herwig, “Germany and the ‘Short-War’ Illusion,” op. 

 cit., p. 685. 

     35) Potsdam cadets must be ready to shoot or bayonet their own kin: Herwig, “Strategic 

 Uncertainties,” op. cit., p. 247. 

     35) The “fog of war”: Carl von Clausewitz, On War, trans. J. J. Graham (New York, 1968), 

 Book I, Chapter 3, p. 140. 

     36) “There may be war for the simple reason that everyone has prepared for it so long,” and 

 following: Mombauer, Von Moltke, op. cit., p. 136; Burnet Hershey, The Odyssey of 

 Henry Ford and the Great Peace Ship (New York, 1967), p. 194. 

     37) “The whole world has conspired against us,” and following: T. H. Meyer, ed., Light for  

 the New Millenium – Rudolf Steiner's Association with Helmuth and Eliza von Molke: 

 Letters, Documents and After Death Communications (London, 1997), pp. 84, 105. 

     37) “A leap in the dark”: Karl Dietrich Erdmannn, ed., Kurt Riezler. Tagebücher, Aufsätze, 

 Dokumente (Göttingen: Vandenhoeck and Ruprecht), entry for July 14, 1914. 

     37) “Cold war”: Foley, Schlieffen's Military Writings, op. cit., p. 194. 

     37) Von Moltke said the biggest problem he faced was the kaiser: Zedlitz-Trützschler, Twelve 

 Years, op. cit., p. 265. 

     37) The moment for war was “tailor-made”: Mombauer, Von Moltke, op. cit., p. 71. 

     37) “Russia is tied up in the east ...”: Mombauer, “German War Plans,” op. cit., p. 56. 

     37) Great Britain's policies were intended to “squash” German commercial interests: Meyer, 



 Light for the New Millenium, op. cit., p. 102. 

     38) Russians would be in Berlin as fast as Germany was in Paris: Mombauer, Von Moltke, op. 

 cit., p. 108.  

     38) “I regard war as inevitable ...”: Herwig, “Strategic Uncertainties,” op. cit., p. 262. 

     38) Germany was “creeping out of this affair with our tail between our legs ...”: Craig, 

 Germany, op. cit., p. 329. 

     38) Von Moltke stood “shattered,” he had “reached a state of despair”: Meyer, Light for the 

 New Millenium, op. cit., p. 109. 

     39) “The first day of mobilization in 1870 ...”: Hans Kannengiesser, The Campaign in 

 Gallipoli, trans. C. J. P. Ball (London, 1927), p. 111. 

     39) “Titanen Kampf”: Terence Zuber, Inventing the Schlieffen Plan: German War Planning, 

 1871-1914 (Oxford, 2002), p. 56. 

     39) German railroad statistics: See Bucholz, Prussian War Planning, op. cit. especially pp. 

 146, 167, 148, 152, 169, 209. 
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